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David Goode
Biography

David Goode is Organist and Head of Keyboard at Eton College, where he presides over a unique collection of historic instruments and teaches some of the UK’s most talented young organists; he combines this with a concert career that takes him to all parts of the world.

He was a music scholar at Eton College and then organ scholar at King’s College, Cambridge from 1991 to 1994, graduating with a first and the MPhil degree.  While there he studied the organ with David Sanger and in Holland with Jacques van Oortmerssen.  From 1996 to 2001 he was Sub-Organist at Christ Church, Oxford and as such toured in Europe, the US, Brazil and Japan and made several recordings.  Having won the top prizes awarded at the 1997 St Alban’s Interpretation Competition, and the Recital Gold Medal at the 1998 Calgary Competition, he concentrated on a freelance career between 2001 and 2003.  From 2003 to 2005, he combined a busy international career with the post of Organist-in-Residence at First Congregational Church, Los Angeles, home to the world’s largest church organ.

Recent years have seen a rare solo Proms recital, concerts around Europe, the US and Australia, and a fruitful partnership with the BBCNOW in several concerts.  In 2009 he played the Art of Fugue at the Queen Elizabeth Hall, premiered a new work written for him by John Pickard and played Maxwell Davies’ Solstice of Light at the Proms and the City of London Festival.  He has an established partnership with the trumpeter Alison Balsom, and will be performing with her in Passau, Germany in July 2011.  He is much in demand as a teacher, and will again run the organist’s course for the Eton Choral Courses this summer.  In recent years he has composed a number of choral and organ works, including a collaboration with the poet Francis Warner; performances include those by the choirs of King’s and St. John’s Colleges, Cambridge.  Engagements in 2010/11 have included the Mathias Concerto in the St David’s Festival, a return to the Vienna Konzerthaus and a recital at Rice University in Houston, Texas.  He is a Featured Artist at the 2011 BBC Proms, with performances including Janáček’s Glagolitic Mass at the First Night of the Proms and Michael Berkeley’s Organ Concerto.

Since his first solo CD, “French Showpieces from King’s,” recorded while still an undergraduate, his recordings have consistently received critical acclaim.  Of his 2004 release from Los Angeles, “The Great Organs of First Church, Vol. 2,” the American Organist said “David Goode shows a fearless command of one of the world’s largest church organs.  A magisterial performance of Edwin H. Lemare’s transcription of Wagner’s Overture to Die Meistersinger must be one of the finest renditions of this work on record.”  2004 also saw the first volume of a landmark project to record the complete organ works of Max Reger on 17 CDs (“Finally, there’s a set … that competes with Germani’s 1960s HMV recordings – I thought the day would never come” Choir and Organ); while in December 2005, he recorded the BBC Music Magazine cover CD from Eton College, A Bach Christmas.
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Press Notices

RECITAL REVIEWS

BRITISH ORGANIST SHAKES THINGS UP IN MUSEUM CENTER CONCERT

“Goode concluded his program with an exuberant finale from Vierne’s Symphony No. 6.  He summoned the full symphonic spectrum of the instrument, and tackled repeated scale passages in both feet – demonstrating impressive virtuosity.”

“His encore was a performance of Edwin H. Lemare’s transcription of Wagner’s Prelude to “Die Meistersinger.”  He caught the grandeur, wit and energy of these noble themes from Wagner’s opera about a guild of “master singers.”  For its finale, it seemed that every stop of the organ was pulled, and the effect was earth-shattering.”

Cincinnati Museum Center recital, February 2012, Cincinnati.com  

“A performer of tremendous resource, enthralling and captivating his audience with daunting programmes executed with uncompromising skill.”
Royal Festival Hall recital, December 2002, Musical Opinion
“Everyone was put in the shade by the stupendous Albert Hall organ, played with immense passion and brio by David Goode.”
Glagolitic Mass at the Proms, July 2004, Daily Telegraph
“No praise could be too high for Goode’s performance.  All in all, a stupendous achievement …”

The Times

“… dazzling solo program …”

Calgary Herald

“David Goode … gave a brilliant solo account of himself in music by Bach and Widor.”

The Independent

“Robin Holloway’s Organ Fantasy allowed Goode to display his considerable talents.”

The Times

“Effervescently played by David Goode … a feast of bubbling accelerating runs and triumphant cadences.”

The Independent

“A joy from beginning to end was the late-night Prom … ebullient organ solos from David Goode.”

The Daily Telegraph

“… exemplary standard … theatrical flair … superbly educated fingers and feet …”

West Australian

“… a brilliant interpreter … played in a remarkable way: clear, precise, masterly …”

l’Echo républicain, Chartres, France

“Goode’s impressive memory work, beautiful registrations, and musical nuance astounded the audience.  Elegantly played …”

Organ Alternatives

RECORDING REVIEWS

The Great Organs of First Church, Vol. 2  (Gothic Records)

“David Goode shows a fearless command of one of the world’s largest church organs.  A magisterial performance of Edwin H. Lemare’s transcription of Wagner’s Overture to Die Meistersinger must be one of the finest renditions of this work on record, both in terms of the interpretation and the use of nearly all of the 300+ ranks.  One can only hope for more, possibly some of the large-scale Romantic works for which Goode is known.”

The American Organist

The Great Organs of First Church, Vol. 2 (Gothic Records G 49223)
“David Goode lets the music speak for itself throughout this estimable disc.  Here are 79 minutes of pieces musically played throughout – a most enjoyable recording.”

 The Diapason

Max Reger: Complete Organ Works (Herald Records)
“David Goode, now one of the most prominent of young concert organists, is inside [Reger’s] writing both as a technician and a man of music … Goode deserves the most serious of respect.”

The Organists’ Review
French Showpieces from King’s (Mayhew Records)
(Music by Dupré, Widor, d’Indy, Nibelle, Vierne, Langlais and Duruflé)
“David Goode compels us to listen from the very opening … impeccable technique, assurance, beautifully-judged registration … On the basis of this superbly recorded first disc, he is fair set for a distinguished career.”





The Organist’s Review
Organs of Cambridge, Volume 3 (Oxrecs Records)
(Music by Franck, Vierne, Dupré and Preston)
“Goode’s programme is similarly well-performed, underpinned by an outstanding technique that comes to the fore in Dupré’s Prelude and Fugue in G minor.”

 BBC Music Magazine
“He displays dazzling technique …”




The Organist’s Review
Orb and Sceptre (Herald Records)
(Music by Bach, Handel, Elgar, Walton, Widor, Vierne, Guilmant, Boëllman and Dubois)
“… a justly famous recitalist, playing here with panache and sensitivity … I commend this disc to everyone even if only for the sheer pleasure that it gives.”


The Organist’s Review
Commotio: Early 20th Century European Organ Music (Herald Records)

(Music by Nielsen, Martin, Busoni, Janáček, and Schmidt)

“Goode’s performance is brilliantly clear and well-paced, strongly conveying the architecture of the work.”

Choir & Organ
David Goode
Discography

Max Reger: Complete Organ Works Vol 1. The major works based on chorales 
Herald HAVPCD301
Fantasia über den Choral “Ein feste Burg” Op 27

Choralvorspiele ohne Opus (1894)

1. O Traurigkeit, O Herzeleid

2. Komm, süsser Tod 

Choralvorspiele “Freu dich sehr, o meine Seele” Op 135a No 9 

Fantasia über den Choral “Freu dich sehr, o meine Seele” Op 3 

Choralvorspiele “Wie schön leuchtet uns der Morgenstern” ohne Opus 

Fantasia über den Choral “Wie schön leucht’ uns der Morgenstern” Op 40 No 1

Choralvorspiele “Straf mich nicht in deinem Zorn” Op 67 No 39 

Fantasia über den Choral “Straf mich nicht in deinem Zorn” Op 40 No 2 

Choralvorspiele ohne Opus

1. O Haupt voll Blut und Wunden 

2. Christ ist erstanden von dem Tod 

3. Es kommt ein Schiff, geladen

Drei Choralfantasien Op 52

1. Alle Menschen müssen sterben 

2. Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme 

3. Halleluja! Gott zu loben bleibe meine Seelenfreud 

Sieben Stücke Op 145

1. Trauerode 

The Great Organs of First Church, Vol. 2




Gothic G-49223
Improvisation: Fanfare on “FCCLA”
Wagner (arr. Lemare): Overture to Die Meistersinger
Howells: Master Tallis’s Testament
Copland (arr. Fesperman): Passacaglia
Buxtehude: Fantasia on Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern
de Grigny: from Livre d’Orgue: 

     Récit de tierce en taille

     Fugue

     Dialogue sur les Grands Jeux
Frescobaldi: from Fiori Musicali: 

     Toccata avanti il Ricercare

     Canzona dopo l’Epistola
Purvis: Greensleeves (from Four Carol Preludes)
Bach: Chorale Prelude on Vater unser im Himmelreich, BWV 682
Thalben-Ball: Elegy
Goode: Concert Fantasy on Themes by Gershwin
French Showpieces from Kings 



       1995 Mayhew KCMD 1021

Dupré

Variations on a Noel


Widor 

Movts. 2, 3, and 7 from Symphony No.8 


D’Indy

Prelude in E flat minor


Nibelle

Carillon Orleanais


Vierne

Impromptu




Toccata




Feux-follets


Langlais
Chant de Paix




Fete


Duruflé

Scherzo




Toccata

Organs of Cambridge – Vol. 3 King’s and St. John’s with James Martin   1996 Oxrecs OXCD-60

Preston

Alleluyas


Franck

1st Choral


Dupré

Prelude and Fugue in G minor


Vierne

6th Symphony – Final

Orb and Sceptre






1998 Herald HAVPCD 219

J. S. Bach
Toccata and Fugue in D minor




Wachet auf


Handel

Arrival of the Queen of Sheba


Walton

Coronation March “Orb and Sceptre”

Elgar

Nimrod 




Pomp and Circumstance March No. 1 


Boellmann
Priere (from Suite Gothique)


Dubois 

Toccata


Vierne

Berceuse


Guilmant
Grand Choeur alla Handel

Widor

Adagio and Toccata (from Symphony 5)

Commotio







1999 Herald HAVPCD 230

Nielsen

Commotio


Busoni

Organ Solo from Doktor Faust (with Paul Sartin, baritone)


Martin

Passacaille


Janacek

Organ Solo from Glagolitic Mass

Schmidt
Chaconne
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