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JOHN WEAVER

Biography

John Weaver, one of the America’s finest concert organists, was Director of Music at Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church in New York City from 1970 to 2005.  He was Head of the Organ Department at the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia from 1972 to 2003, and also Chair of the Organ Department at The Juilliard School from 1987 to 2004.  He currently lives in Vermont and continues to concertize and lead workshops and master classes around the world.
Dr. Weaver traces his love for the “King of Instruments” back to his childhood.  Born in the Eastern Pennsylvania town of Mauch Chunk (now called Jim Thorpe), his first introduction to music was through the organ at the First Presbyterian Church where his father was the pastor.  His formal musical studies began at the age of six in Baltimore’s Peabody Conservatory when it was discovered that he had perfect pitch.  Shortly thereafter he acquired an old harmonium which stimulated his desire to learn to play the organ.  At the age of fourteen he began organ study with Richard Ross and George Markey, and the same year he also became organist of a Baltimore church and played his first organ recital.

In 1989 Dr. Weaver was honored by The Peabody Conservatory when he was presented with Peabody’s Distinguished Alumni Award.  He has received honorary Doctor of Music degrees from Westminster College, New Wilmington PA, and The Curtis Institute of Music.  In 2005 he was named “International Performer of the Year” by the New York City chapter of the American Guild of Organists.  In October 2008 he was the recipient of the Distinguished Alumni Award from Union Theological Seminary, and was also elected to the Hall of Fame of his high school, Baltimore City College, the first classical musician to be so honored.

John Weaver’s undergraduate study was at The Curtis Institute from which he graduated in 1959 as a student of Alexander McCurdy.  That year he was appointed Director of Music at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in New York City, a post he held for eleven years.  During this time he spent two years in the Army as organist/choir-director of the Post Chapel at the United States Military Academy at West Point, and earned a Master of Sacred Music degree from Union Theological Seminary, studying with Robert Baker.  In 1968 he founded a highly successful Bach Cantata Series at Holy Trinity, conducting his choir and orchestra in two seasons of these works.  At these services he also played most of the major organ works of Bach and numerous chorale-preludes.  At the Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church he annually conducted a large concert choir, The St. Andrew Chorale, in several major works with orchestra.  In addition to his teaching at The Curtis Institute and The Juilliard School, he has served Westminster Choir College, Union Theological seminary and the Manhattan School of Music.  He has written numerous articles for organ and church music magazines and has served as President of the Presbyterian Association of Musicians.

Dr. Weaver has been active as a concert organist since coming under management in 1959.  He has played throughout the USA, Canada, Western Europe, the United Kingdom, and Brazil.  Each year finds him in many different parts of the country playing recital programs drawn from his large repertoire of memorized works from every important era and national school of organ literature.  His wife, Marianne, an excellent flutist whose teachers include Kincaid and Rampal, frequently adds an extra and very special stop to the organ by appearing on these programs.

John Weaver has performed on national television and radio network programs in the US and Germany.  He has made recordings for Aeolian-Skinner, The Wicks Organ Company, the Klais Orgelbau of Germany, a CD on Gothic Records for the Schantz Organ Company, and a recording on the Pro Organo label on the new Reuter organ at University Presbyterian Church in Seattle.  His most recent recording release “The Organ and Choral music of John Weaver” is available on the JAV label and features a program of his own organ and choral compositions.  His published compositions for organ, chorus/organ and flute/organ are widely performed.

Dr. Weaver has made several concerto appearances with the Portland, Maine Symphony, the Musica Sacra Orchestra and the Harrisburg Symphony.  He has played solo recitals at numerous regional and national conventions of the American Guild of Organists as well as the 1987 International Congress of Organists in Cambridge, England.  He has been guest artist with the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center at Alice Tully Hall and Washington’s Kennedy Center, and has played solo recitals at Boston Symphony Hall, Alice Tully Hall, Philadelphia’s Academy of Music, Chicago’s Orchestra Hall, and Cleveland’s Severance Hall, as well as colleges, cathedrals and churches through the U. S.

The Weavers love to climb the New England mountains, especially their tradition of an annual ascent of Mt. Washington.  Marianne is an avid gardener, and John’s hobby is a deep fascination with trains, both model and prototype.
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Press Notices

NEW YORK CITY
“… a performer whose technique, musicianship, stylistic acuity and taste make for interpretations of uncommon clarity, poise and good sense.”

The New York Times
NEW YORK CITY
“Mr. Weaver’s playing was tasteful, balanced, technically assured and always engrossing.”

The New York Times
CHICAGO
“WEAVER MASTERFUL AS ORGAN SERIES BEGINS”  “John Weaver … was the performer … and he made it a dazzling experience.”

Chicago Sun-Times
BOSTON
“He plays everything as though to its manner born, as though he had the inside track to each composer’s individuality and had no need to work his way over the barriers or through the channels of stylistic attitudes that serve lesser men as stepping stones … Exaggerated?  Well, go and hear a Weaver recital before you decide.”

The American Organist
PHILADELPHIA
“SUPERB RECITAL BY JOHN WEAVER ON CURTIS ORGAN.  Mr. Weaver is both an artist and an entertainer.  His technique is unobtrusive and never detracts from the spells he weaves at the console … His program was unhackneyed and seemed designed for pure entertainment rather than to display each and every stop at the great organ.”

Evening Bulletin
CLEVELAND
“John Weaver is a musician for all seasons.”

The Plain Dealer
SAN FRANCISCO
“John Weaver’s virtuoso performance … played from memory … was hailed by many for its high professional standards.  His recital was one of the few during the convention that brought nearly the whole house to its feet.”

The Diapason
HARTFORD

“… a remarkable program played by John Weaver … remarkable in Mr. Weaver’s ability to perform major compositions with such convincing results on such a modest instrument.  Mr. Weaver is certainly one of the most gifted performers of our time.”

Music
LOUISVILLE
“He has all the technical gifts one could wish for, and the interpretive savvy to put those gifts to effective use.”

The Courier-Journal
ATLANTA
“Weaver rose to the works’ challenges with bold registrations and bravura.  Yet his articulation was lean and calculated.  Even in complex textures, the many layers emerged clearly, and the weight never become ponderous.”

The Atlanta Journal
PORTLAND
 “WEAVER’S KEYBOARD MAGIC WINS OVATION” “Organist John Weaver and the Portland Symphony Orchestra won a standing ovation. … The concert audience was awed by Mr. Weaver’s mastery of the immense organ and let him know it.  He repaid their plaudits with a solo encore performance of a Bach fugue that once again drew a tumult of applause.”

Portland (ME) Press Herald
TULSA
“He has a breathtaking command of his instrument, innate musicality, an ability to hold an audience in the palm of his hand and a striking appearance at the console.”

The Diapason
METHUEN
“No one should remain unacquainted with the great merit of a Weaver recital.”

The American Organist
SAN DIEGO
“Command of the instrument, an unerring sense of musical direction, and the polish of a seasoned performer ...”

San Diego Union
AUSTIN
“SKILL AND STYLE WIN APPLAUSE”
“Few times has the instrument been used so effectively … Mr. Weaver showed unusual knowledge of the organ’s possibilities and used them to the limit.”

Daily Texan
RECORDING REVIEWS

John Weaver  Performs Dupré, Bach, Leighton, Bingham, Schubert-Weaver, Weaver (Gothic)
“From start to finish the recital confirms Weaver’s polished skill … and Weaver emerges as a top-notch recitalist whose program shows off the versatility and broad resources of this instrument.”

American Record Guide

For All the Saints (Pro Organo)
“Weaver’s technique is assured, and he sails through his program … Brahms’ Chorale Preludes are basically reflective, and Weaver is much in tune with their emotional content.”
American Record Guide

JOHN WEAVER

Discography

John Weaver Performs…
Schantz Organ, East 91st Street Christian Church, Indianapolis, Indiana

Works by:  Marcel Dupré, J. S. Bach, Kenneth Leighton, Seth Bingham, Franz Schubert, John Weaver

Gothic  G49060

For All the Saints


Reuter Organ, University Presbyterian Church, Seattle, Washington


Works by:  J. S. Bach, John Weaver, Johannes Brahms, César Franck


Pro Organo  7124

The John Weaver Dedication Recital


Wicks Organ, First Presbyterian Church, LaGrange, Georgia


Works by:  J. S. Bach, George Fredrick Handel, John Weaver, Franz Schubert, Julius 

Reubke

Available through the Wicks Organ Company

The Music of John Weaver


JAV Recordings


Choral works and organ solos by John Weaver


Choir of the Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church


JAV 157

Or call Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church at (212) 288-8920

JOHN WEAVER

List of Published Works

BOOSEY & HAWKES









Organ






Toccata for Organ

Passacaglia on a Theme of Dunstable

Fantasia

Prelude and Fugue in E minor

Variations on Three Hymn Tunes

Rhapsody for Flute and Organ

Organ and Chorus




Psalm 100

Epiphany Alleluias

Introit for Pentecost

MORNING STAR










Organ and Chorus




Psalm 46

The Joyful Feast

HOPE PUBLISHING COMPANY








Organ and Chorus




Prayer for Transfiguration Day (1991)

Prayer from Psalm 139

Restore Us, O Lord of Hosts

WAYNE LEUPOLD PUBLICATIONS, INC. (E.C. Schirmer)




Dialogues for Flute and Organ (1991)

Numerous Hymns, Harmonizations and service music in “The Presbyterian Hymnal”

Karen McFarlane Artists, Inc.

33563 Seneca Drive • Cleveland, OH 44139
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