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ALAN MORRISON

Biography

Alan Morrison is recognized as one of America’s premier concert organists.  His concert appearances in some of the most prestigious organ concert venues in North America emphasize his achievements as a performer and the respect Mr. Morrison has gained in the concert organ world: Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts’ Alice Tully Hall (NYC), Verizon Hall at the Kimmel Center (Philadelphia), Benaroya Hall (Seattle), The Meyerson Symphony Center (Dallas), Spivey Hall (Morrow, GA); Jacoby Hall (Jacksonville, FL), Jack Singer Concert Hall (Calgary), Merrill Auditorium (Portland, ME), The National Cathedral (Washington, DC) The Crystal Cathedral (Orange Grove, CA), Grace Cathedral (San Francisco), First Congregational Church (Los Angeles), Spreckels Organ Pavilion (San Diego), St. Patrick’s Cathedral (NYC), Ocean Grove Auditorium (Ocean Grove, NJ), The Cleveland Museum of Art (Cleveland, OH), the Wanamaker Organ at Macy’s Department Store (Philadelphia) and numerous others.  His recent performance during the inaugural festival of the Dobson organ in Verizon Hall drew laudatory reviews from numerous national publications.  He is a regular performer at The Kimmel Center where he also serves as an artistic adviser.  In addition to solo recitals next season, Alan Morrison makes his 12th appearance in Spivey Hall and a return engagement with the Dekalb Symphony Orchestra and Maestro Cherniavsky in a performance of Rachmaninoff’s Rhapsody on a Theme by Paganini as well as with The Orlando Chamber Soloists in Florida and South Dakota.  He is a founding member (pianist) of The Orlando Chamber Soloists, who were awarded a 2011 Chamber Music America Award.

In addition to extensive solo and orchestral performances throughout the United States including Alaska, Mr. Morrison has also performed in Canada, Europe, and South America in International Festivals.  He has the distinct honor of having been chosen by his peers to perform for four national conventions of the American Guild of Organists (Atlanta ’92, New York City ’96, Philadelphia ’02, Chicago ’06) along with several regional conventions, and has won top prizes in numerous competitions, among them the Silver Medal at the Calgary International Organ Festival and First Prize in both the Clarence Mader (CA) and Arthur Poister (NY) National Organ Competitions.  He has appeared in concert with The United States Army Chorus and numerous Philadelphia ensembles including The Philadelphia Singers, Mendelssohn Club, Singing City and Choral Arts Society.  He regularly conducts numerous AGO sponsored master classes throughout the USA as well as in Canada.

As a recording artist, Mr. Morrison has recorded ten critically acclaimed CDs for Gothic Records, ACA Digital Recording, Halyx and DTR.  These and other concert performances are regularly featured on MPR’s Pipedreams, Performance Today and on radio stations throughout many countries.  On television he has been featured on two episodes of Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood and on Georgia Public Television in a performance of the Shostakovich Piano Concerto #1.  In May 2003, he was selected to appear along with Itzhak Perlman and Yo-Yo Ma for the Fred Rogers Memorial Service, which was telecast live from Pittsburgh’s Heinz Hall.  A champion of twentieth- and twenty-first-century American composers, Mr. Morrison has premiered important new works by William Bolcom, Dan Locklair, Eric Sessler, Brent Weaver, Emily Maxson Porter, Jon Spong, Mary Beth Bennett and Luis Prado, as well as the American premier of Dances for Organ and Orchestra by British composer Bob Chilcott.  His most recent recording is of a new organ concerto by Eric Sessler with The Chamber Orchestra of Philadelphia in Verizon Hall (Fred J. Cooper Memorial Organ), conducted by Mischa Santora, along with other solo organ works for the ACA Digital Label.

As a pianist he has performed recitals with renowned mezzo-soprano Rinat Shaham under the auspices of the Marilyn Horne Foundation, and in a Gala performance at Alice Tully Hall.  They have also performed together in Jack Singer Concert Hall in Calgary and at the Skirball Center in Los Angeles.  Mr. Morrison has performed two Mozart concertos (Double Piano Concerto with his mother Jeannine Morrison, and the Triple Piano Concerto with his mother and father Don Morrison) with members of The Atlanta Symphony Orchestra in Spivey Hall.  He has performed the Beethoven Choral Fantasy with the Chamber Orchestra of Philadelphia (Jeffrey Brillhart conducting), as well as the Florida premier of David Gillingham’s Concerto for Piano and Percussion Orchestra.  He has also performed on several occasions with acclaimed cellist Andres Diaz (a former Naumburg winner) including a recital at Spivey Hall and a featured performance at the Brevard Music Festival performing sonatas by Debussy, Martinu, Lutoslawski and Rachmaninoff.  Mr. Morrison currently collaborates with the Orlando Chamber Soloists as a founding member.

At the age of 33, Mr. Morrison was appointed Head of the Organ Department at the world-renowned conservatory The Curtis Institute of Music (Philadelphia) where he holds the Haas Charitable Trust Chair in Organ Studies at Curtis.  He is College Organist at Ursinus College in Collegeville, Pennsylvania, and Adjunct Assistant Professor of Organ at Westminster Choir College of Rider University.  He is a graduate of both The Curtis Institute of Music and The Juilliard School of Music receiving degrees in both organ and piano accompanying/chamber music.  His teachers include John Weaver, Cherry Rhodes, Sarah Martin (organ), Robert Harvey, Vladimir Sokoloff and Susan Starr (piano).  He is under the exclusive management of Karen McFarlane Artists, Inc., Cleveland, Ohio.

Visit Alan Morrison’s website at www.alanmorrison.us
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CONCERT REVIEWS
CLEVELAND
“ORGANIST PRODUCES A JOYFUL PERFORMANCE” – “... a rising young virtuoso of flawless technique and refined taste ... Playing most of his repertoire from memory, he communicated a sense of pleasure that lifted the music beyond the notes. “

The Plain Dealer

SALT LAKE CITY
“Concert organist Alan Morrison knew the 4,000-plus pipes of the Eccles Memorial Organ in the Cathedral of the Madeleine like old friends.  His way of combining colors and timbres made Sunday’s recital the highlight of the cathedral’s summer organ festival thus far.”

The Salt Lake Tribune

CHARLOTTE, NC
“If more music lovers heard the king of instruments played the way [Morrison] did, more might believe it really deserves the nickname.  Nimble and fearless, [Morrison] easily made Leo Sowerby’s Pageant and other virtuoso vehicles take flight.”

The Charlotte Observer

2002 AGO CONVENTION
“Morrison’s performance was riveting, as was his entire recital …”
“Masterful command of registration and a deep understanding of the work characterized Morrison’s playing of Duruflé’s Suite, opus 5.”

The Diapason

“… a program of grand masterworks played with the surety of, well, a grand master …”

The American Organist

RECORDING REVIEWS
The Aeolian-Skinner Organ of Saint Philip’s Cathedral 

“... Alan Morrison knows something about igniting audience passions.  Without hesitation and throughout, Morrison's playing is consummate and dazzling ...”

Fanfare

“… Morrison’s manual dexterity is more than admirable, it is spectacular.  He has taken a remarkable piano technique and applied it to appropriate organ literature, coupled with a fine sense of organ sound.  We look forward to further exemplary recordings.”

The Diapason

Organ Power!

“... Alan Morrison possesses a technique that could chew holes through solid concrete – and sensitive musicianship to boot.  There is a personal involvement with the music ...”

The Diapason

“... the performer, Alan Morrison, is very gifted.  There is a sizzle in his allegros that is very inspiring.”

Asbury Park Press

Live from Spivey Hall

“The playing is alert and intelligent ...”

Fanfare

The Schantz Organ of St. Luke’s Presbyterian Church

“... Mr. Morrison plays with a maturity that belies his years and an unforced virtuosity that many a more experienced organist might envy … his strengths are clarity, poetry, precision and coloristic sensitivity.”

The Atlanta Journal
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart

“Alan Morrison certainly has the measure of it in a program which does not waste time with trivia.  Good solid core repertoire this, and played with a refreshing depth of interpretative insight. … In the Reubke Sonata we have a magnificent performance – virtuoso in technique, musical in approach, glorious in sound.  A most enjoyable disc.”

Organists’ Review
ALAN MORRISON

Discography

American Voyage (Spivey Hall, Morrow, GA)

ACA Digital Recording

CM20094


Paul Creston – Suite for Organ, Opus 70

Daniel Crozier – Cantilena


Harold Stover – Mountain Music


Eric Sessler – Fantasy for Organ Solo


Larry King – Resurrection


Dan Locklair – In Mystery and Wonder


Dan Locklair – Voyage, A Fantasy for Organ
Church of the Epiphany (Miami, FL)


Jean Langlais - Fete


Pierre Cochereau – Berceuse a la memoire de Louis Vierne


Cesar Franck – Choral in B Minor


J.S. Bach (after Vivaldi) – Concerto in D Minor, BWV 596


J.S. Bach – Allein Gott in hoh sei herr, BWV 664


W.A. Mozart – Fantasy in F Minor, K. 608


Charles Callahan – Aria


Guy Bovet – Salamanca 
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart (Newark, NJ)

Gothic Records

G 49114


César Franck – Trois Pieces (Fantasy in A, Cantabile, Piece Heroique)


J.S. Bach – Passacaglia in C Minor, BWV 582


Maurice Duruflé – Scherzo, op. 2


Julius Reubke – Sonata on the 94th Psalm

St. Philip’s Cathedral (Atlanta, GA)

Gothic Records

G 49083


Maurice Duruflé – Suite, opus 5 (Prelude, Sicilienne, Toccata)


Jeanne Demessieux – Te Deum, op. 11


Jean Langlais – Chant de Paix


Marcel Durpé – Variations Sur la Noël


César Franck – Chorale No. 3 in A Minor, Prelude & Fugue in G Minor, op.7

Live from Spivey Hall (Morrow, GA)

ACA Digital Recording (distributed by Albany Records)

CM20022


Leo Sowerby – Pageant


J.S. Bach – Trio Sonata No. 4 in E Minor, BWV 528


Charles-Marie Widor – Andante sostenuto, op. 70


Louis Vierne – Symphony No. 6 Finale, op. 59


Dan Locklair – Voyage: A Fantasy for Organ


Jon Spong – Suite on “No, Not One”


Dudley Buck – The Star Spangled Banner: Concert Variations, op. 23


Ernesto Lecuona – Gitanerias

St. Luke’s Presbyterian (Dunwoody, GA)

ACA Digital Recording (distributed by Albany Records)

CM20015-15


Jean Langlais – Fête


Charles-Marie Widor – Symphony No. 6 (Allegro – 1st Mvmt.)


Maurice Duruflé – Prelude & Fugue sur le nom d’Alain, op. 7


William Krape – Chorale Triptych


John Weaver – Passacaglia on a Theme by Dunstable


Jean Langlais – Hommage á Frescobaldi (complete)

Organ Power! (Ursinus College, Collegeville, PA)

DTR – DTR9307CD


Olivier Messiaen – Dieu parmi nous


J.S. Bach – Trio Sonata No. 3 in D Minor, BWV 527

       Prelude & Fugue in G Major, BWV 541


Charles-Marie Widor – Andante sostenuto (Symphony Gothique, op. 70)





  Allegro from Symphony No. 6, opus 42


Jon Spong – Partita on Showalter


Marcel Durpé – Prelude & Fugue in B Major, op. 7

Festive Duo (Spivey Hall, Morrow GA.) Alan Morrison,organ/Jeannine Morrison, piano

ACA Digital Recording (distributed by Albany Records)

CM20050


Edwin Grasse – Festive Overture


César Franck – Prelude, Fugue & Variation


Harold Stover – Neumark Varations


Sergei Rachmaninoff (transcribed by Federlein) – Prelude, op. 23, no. 5 (organ)


S. Rachmaninoff – Adagio sostenuto from Piano Concerto No. 2, op. 18


Marcel Dupré – Sinfonia, op. 42

Karen McFarlane Artists, Inc.

33563 Seneca Drive • Cleveland, OH 44139
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