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Michael Unger

Biography

Canadian-born organist and harpsichordist Michael Unger was awarded both First Prize (Lilian Murtagh Memorial Prize) and Audience Prize in the 2008 American Guild of Organists’ National Young Artists Competition in Organ Performance (NYACOP).  Later that same year, he won First Prize in the Sixth International Organ Competition Musashino-Tokyo, Japan, a prize which included the Yoshida Minoru Memorial Award, Toyota Mayor’s Award and Tokorozawa MUSE Award.  In 2009, he was awarded Second Prize (Flentrop Orgelbouw Prize) and Audience Award (Izaäk Kingma Prize) in the Eighth International Schnitger Organ Competition on the historic organs of Alkmaar, the Netherlands, the first ever North American prize winner in the competition’s history.  He is the recipient of numerous other awards, including two of Canada’s top scholarships for the study of organ and church music, the Lilian Forsyth and Godfrey Hewitt Memorial Scholarships, both awarded in Ottawa in 2007.

Unger completed masters’ degrees in both organ and harpsichord at the Eastman School of Music as a student and teaching assistant of David Higgs and William Porter.  In 2007, he was awarded Eastman’s Jerald C. Graue Musicology Fellowship, and at present he is completing doctoral studies at the same institution.  Previously, he completed undergraduate studies at the University of Western Ontario, where he was a graduating recipient of the University Gold Medal.  Former teachers include Ethel Briggs, Sandra Mangsen, Joel Speerstra and the late Larry Cortner, in addition to European summer academies specializing in historical keyboard performance.
Unger performs frequently as a soloist and chamber musician on both organ and harpsichord, and is also a teacher and published composer.  He is currently the Visiting Director of Music at Rochester’s Lutheran Church of the Incarnate Word.
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Press Notices

Review of final round of the 2009 International Schnitger Organ Competition in Holland 
“All three [finalists] respond with individual musicality to the challenge of the final round, but there’s a clear winner of this round, whose interpretation, technical ability and strength of communication are unequivocal.  Canadian Michael Unger delivers by far the most convincing performance of the evening and wins [2nd  prize and] the audience prize.”

Choir and Organ Magazine, Sept/Oct 2009

Palm Beach, FL

“[Michael Unger] proved to be a marvelous player, with fleet fingers and feet, a willingness to apply wide dynamic range in the sanctuary, and a strong, puckish sense of programming.”

Palm Beach Artspaper, Nov 2008
Michael Unger

Discography

Universe Of Poetry (Pro Organo CD 7235)
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	Michael Unger’s debut CD recording.

Recorded on the Op. 26 Paul Fritts organ at Sacred Heart Cathedral in Rochester, NY.

Works include J.S. Bach, Sweelinck, Brahms, Rheinberger, Buxtehude, Fleury, Bancroft, and Jongen.

(Pro Organo 7235)
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