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FREDERICK   SWANN

Biography

Frederick Swann is the immediate past President (2002 through 2008) of the American Guild of Organists, an organization of over 20,000 members in Chapters throughout the United States and several foreign countries.  He is Organist Emeritus of the Crystal Cathedral and of the First Congregational Church of Los Angeles, and Organ Artist-in-Residence at St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church in Palm Desert.  Mr. Swann is also University Organist and Artist Teacher of Organ at the University of Redlands, and Organist for the Mark Thallander Foundation choral festivals held in various parts of the country each season.

One reviewer noted that Mr. Swann has probably presided over more ranks of pipes and stopknobs than any other organist in history.  This is perhaps true given the size and prominence of the instruments with which his career has been notably associated … Riverside Church in New York City from 1957 to 1982, The Crystal Cathedral from 1982 to 1998, and First Congregational Church of Los Angeles from 1998 to 2001.
Mr. Swann holds degrees from Northwestern University and the School of Sacred Music at Union Theological Seminary, each granted “with distinction.”  In addition to his prominent church positions, he was for ten years Chair of the Organ Department at the Manhattan School of Music and served on the faculties of Teacher’s College of Columbia University, and the School of Sacred Music at Union Theological Seminary in New York City.

Although officially “retired,” Mr. Swann continues to perform on a reduced schedule of solo recitals and in concert with orchestras and choral groups.  In recent years he has presented recitals in major churches and concert halls in the United States, England, Germany and Russia.  In 2004 he was selected by the Los Angeles Philharmonic to perform the Inaugural solo organ recital on the spectacular new organ in The Walt Disney Concert Hall in Los Angeles.  Prior to that, he played the inaugural recitals on the organs in Orchestra Hall, Chicago, and Davies Hall in San Francisco.  In the summer of 2006 he performed on world-famous organs in Australia (Sydney: Town Hall, Opera House, and the Anglican and Roman Catholic Cathedrals, as well as the Town Hall and St. Paul’s Cathedral in Melbourne).  In the 2007-2008 season Mr. Swann performed 24 solo recitals in Arkansas, California, Florida, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Missouri, New York, Ohio, Texas, Virginia, and Washington, DC.  In the 2008-2009 season he was heard in California, Illinois, South Carolina, Florida, Hawaii, West Virginia, Maryland, and Arizona.

In June of 2008 Mr. Swann performed two Preview Recitals on the William J. Gillepsie Concert Organ in the Renee and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall at the Orange County Performing Arts Center, and has recorded the first CD on this major new instrument.

Mr. Swann is sought after as a leader of organ and church music workshops and has been retained frequently as a consultant for new pipe organs, including some of the largest and most prominent in the country.  His many recordings, past and present, have assisted in making his name one of the best known throughout the music world. 
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Press Notices

NEW YORK CITY
“That he is a fine musician as well as instrumentalist was revealed by his Bach performance.  The enormous G minor fugue challenges the bravest of organists, and Mr. Swann's clear, steady playing of it (from memory) proves that he was both able and willing to take the risks involved.”

The New York Times

NEW YORK CITY
“Frederick Swann has a gift which too many organists seem to lack these days: real musicality.  Everything he plays turns into a convincing and moving musical experience.”

Musical America

	CHICAGO
 “Swann played with rip-roaring zest!”
	Chicago Tribune


WASHINGTON DC
“Frederick Swann played the most impressive program ever heard on the Kennedy Center organ – one that demonstrated his brilliant technique and great musical sensitivity ...”

The Washington Post

LOS ANGELES
“His playing was splendid, probing, brilliant and entertaining, as usual ...”

Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES
“Dapper but unpretentious, Swann proved ideal to acquaint audiences with the hulking instrument (Inaugural concert – Walt Disney Concert Hall) … he deftly revealed the new instrument’s wide palette.”

Musical America

PHILADELPHIA
“Swann generally lets the music speak for itself, and his ample technique serves the music instead of being the paramount consideration.”

The Philadelphia Inquirer

CLEVELAND
“... Frederick Swann is a colorist at the keyboard.  He is a master of his instrument’s resources.  He plays romantic music without a hint of sentimentality.  He has bold ideas about registration, interpretation and program building.  He performs with rhythmic energy and technical security.”

The Plain Dealer

SAN FRANCISCO
“His playing projected a genuine sense of musicianship, supported by a total command of technique.  The rhythmic security of Swann’s performance stood head and shoulders above the average organ recitalist.”

San Francisco Chronicle

BUFFALO “ORGANIST SWANN’S VIRTUOSO TOUCH ENHANCES FESTIVAL CELEBRATION”

The Buffalo News

MIAMI
“Swann is a magnificent technician who uses all possibilities of the instrument and does it with finesse and subtle mastery.  He is a scholar as well as a technician.”

Miami Herald

MINNEAPOLIS
“... he is without doubt one of the premier organists of our time.”

St. Paul Pioneer Press

SHREVEPORT
“Swann was not just a powerful and consummate performer.  Much more, he was a communicative player, masterfully explaining his selections in terms his audience could understand, appreciate ...”

The Times

CALGARY
“Organist Frederick Swann is an eclectic organist par excellence, a marvel of technical and musical fluency, able to encompass the broadest range of music imaginable with astonishing ease.”

Calgary Herald

SANTA BARBARA
“SWANN’S BRILLIANT RECITAL ON ORGAN ... Swann is an artist of consummate technique, good taste in registration and sound musicianship.”

Santa Barbara News-Press

TOLEDO
“Mr. Swann ... performed here in the grand manner, with boldness and sweep and, of course, with the assurance of his technique.  A seasoned performer, Mr. Swann plays with an enviable fluency and energy.”

The Toledo Blade

GARDEN GROVE
“Swann was given a standing ovation when he concluded the first half of his program.  He is that kind of organist.”

Orange County Register

SALT LAKE CITY
“Swann made the organ soar to glorious sonic heights.”

The Salt Lake City Tribune

RECORDING REVIEWS

Great Organs of First Church
“Swann is very well known as a performer and recording artist, and his performances are consistently top-notch.  His playing is extravagant in expression and colorful in registration.  He has an intrinsic sense of the huge capabilities of the organs and how to display them in an entertaining manner for his listeners … Definitely a must-have recording.”

American Record Guide

Recording of Special Merit:  Franck Pièce Héroique and Trois Chorals
	“Performance: Impressive”
	Stereo Review


Riverside Revisited
“This is a powerful program … a superb performance of the potent Willan work ...”

American Record Guide

	“In short, this is a magnificent recital disc ...”
	Fanfare


FREDERICK SWANN
Discography

RIVERSIDE REVISITED – Frederick Swann  (Gothic: CD49086)

(Bach/Fox, Bingham, Dickinson, Willan, Hebble, Swann, Franck, Davies, Erismann)

A fall, 1996 CD release of several works performed at the Centennial Convention of the American Guild of Organists plus other works.  

THE RIVERSIDE YEARS – Frederick Swann  (Gothic: CD49082)

(Franck, Langlais, Farnam, Karg-Elert, Gigout)

A July, 1996 CD release of old Riverside organ recordings.  

THE MYSTIC ORGAN – Frederick Swann   (Gothic:G49053)

(Tournemire, Langlais, Drischner, Preston, Jongen, Roberts, Purvis, Duruflé, Tournemire)

Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, Washington DC. 

FREDERICK SWANN PLAYS FRANCK  (Gothic: 87879801)

(Chorals 1, 2 & 3 + “Piece Heroique”)

The Riverside Church, New York City

MUSIC FROM RIVERSIDE, Vol. 1  (Vista: VPS 1070)

(Reger, Franck, King, Sifler, Sowerby) 

MUSIC FROM RIVERSIDE, Vol. 2, Christmas 1978   (Vista:  VPS 1071)

(The Riverside Choir + Trumpet Flourishes for Christmas by Hancock)

MUSIC FROM RIVERSIDE, Vol. 3, Holy Week & Easter  (Vista:  VPS 1072)

(The Riverside Choir) 

MUSIC FROM RIVERSIDE, Vol. 4, Hymns and Anthems (Vista: VPS 1073)

(The Riverside Choir) 

A FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS (Gothic: 58106)
(The Riverside Choir)

EASTER - Frederick Swann, Organist and Louise Natale, soprano (Gothic: 27979802)

(Weinberger, Langlais, Farnam, Karg-Elert, Gigout) 

HYMNS ON THE CRYSTAL CATHEDRAL ORGAN   (Gothic: 58519)

Improvisations on 20 hymn tunes 

WE SING THE POWER   (Gothic:  58520)

Hymns and Anthems Sung by the Crystal Cathedral Choir

SING WE NOW OF CHRISTMAS   (Gothic:  CD 49036; CAS 108936)

(The Crystal Cathedral Choir, Frederick Swann, Director & Organist)

FOUR MASTERWORKS FOR ORGAN  (Gothic: CD G 49049)

(Mendelssohn, Bach, Franck, Wright) 

O MAGNIFY THE LORD   (Gothic:  CD G 49048)

 (Choir, Organ and Carillon of The Crystal Cathedral)

FREDERICK SWANN IN HAWAII   (Gothic:  49092)

(Mouret, Guilmant, Russell, Cocker, Sowerby, Vierne, Parry)

A 1997 CD release on the organ in St. Andrew’s Cathedral, Honolulu.

FREDERICK SWANN IN HAWAII, VOLUME II  (Gothic:  49100)

(Bach, Dillon, Swann, Darke, Bingham, Grigny, Vierne, Gounod, Mendelssohn, Langlais, Hebble)

A 1998 CD release on the organ in Central Union Church, Honolulu includes two selections with harpist Nyle Hallman

FREDERICK SWANN PLAYS TWO REUTER ORGANS   (Gothic:  49102)

(Krebs, Handel, Walther, Hanff, Bach, Karg-Elert, Vierne, Arne, Marchand, Lang, Reger, Widor, Hymn Improvisations)

A 1998 CD release on two new Reuter organs (small 2 manual, large 3 manual) installed in 1997 in Los Angeles area churches.

THE GREAT ORGANS OF FIRST CHURCH, VOLUME I Gothic CD 49118)

(Weitz, Buxtehüde, Wright, King, Bach, Vierne, Honegger, Messiaen, Weaver)

A 2000 release on the largest church organ in the world, First Congregational Church, Los Angeles.

The above recordings may be ordered by contacting:

Gothic Records

PO Box 689

Everett, WA  98206-0689

www.gothicrecords.com

Karen McFarlane Artists, Inc.

33563 Seneca Drive • Cleveland, OH 44139

TOLL FREE (866) 721-9095 • FAX (440) 542-1890 • www.concertorganists.com

