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ANN ELISE SMOOT

Biography
Ann Elise Smoot performs throughout the United States, Great Britain and Europe, with a repertoire that ranges from the 14th century to the present day.  Her recital career was launched by success in two major competitions (including First Prize in the 1998 NYACOP) and she has received wide critical acclaim for her ability to move between musical eras, styles and genres with sympathy and flair.  After completing two honours degrees at Yale, where she won several major prizes for scholarship and for organ playing, she travelled to England, where she studied organ and harpsichord at the Royal Academy of Music, and, latterly, with Dame Gillian Weir. 
Passionate about bringing organ music to a wider audience and injecting new ideas into the organ world at large, Ann Elise Smoot has been involved in founding several initiatives, including co-founding of the London Organ Forum, an annual study day combining academic research and live performances, which aims to encourage organists to look at their repertoire in a wider musical context.
Ann Elise Smoot is also one of the most sought-after teachers in the UK, and is in frequent demand for master classes both there and in North America.  She is director of the St. Giles Junior Organ Conservatoire, a unique and highly successful programme for teenage organists, preparing them for university organ scholarships and places in major conservatoires.  She has also taught and performed in recent years on the Yale Summer School for Organists, at the Oundle International Festival and associated summer school for young organists, on various Incorporated Association of Organists Study Days, and has been a frequent and popular tutor on several Royal School of Church Music courses.
Two critically acclaimed CDs have been released on the JAV label, with future CDs in development.  Ann Elise Smoot has also contributed several articles as a freelance writer to publications such as Music Teacher Magazine, Classical Music, the Organists’ Review, Choir and Organ, and the RCO Journal.
Current as of June 2008
ANN ELISE SMOOT

Press Notices

WORCESTER, UK
“This was an exceptionally enjoyable concert, which highlighted the great versatility of both player and instrument … What particularly impressed about this programme was the variety on offer, and Smoot’s ability to move from genre to genre in a consistently stylish way – the result being one of the most enjoyable recitals I have heard in some time.”

The Organ Magazine

Dun Loaghaire
“Short, sweet, and exhilarating … Vivacity of spirit, and lightness of finger and foot, were in evidence from the opening of Bach’s Buxtehude-like Prelude and Fugue in G, BWV 550.  A winning way with French repertoire was shown in the Recit de Tierce en taille from Grigny’s Livre d’Orgue, the projection firm and shapely, never vulgar … A perfect antidote to the grey damp of an Irish August Sunday.”

The Irish Times

TOULOUSE
“…I was obviously not the only one enjoying the more intimate delicacy … and the delightful tongue-in-cheek wit … a tour de force, and very enthusiastically received.”

The Organ Magazine

DENVER
“Ms Smoot’s performance demonstrated a deep musical maturity … she communicated her musical intentions with rare clarity.  She led the listener to know in advance her every rhythmic nuance, each of which was supremely tasteful and satisfying.”

The American Organist

SPOKANE
“Ms Smoot played with wonderful technical control and thorough musicality a demanding program…”

The American Organist

BELFAST
“Ms Smoot displayed excellent technique and sensitivity …”

Belfast Telegraph

Tunbridge Wells
“… flawless technique … a clear and witty performance.”

Tunbridge Wells Courier
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