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JANE PARKER-SMITH
Biography

Jane Parker-Smith is one of the world’s leading concert organists, acclaimed by the critics and public alike for her musicianship, virtuosity and interpretative ability.

Her studies at the Royal College of Music in London were crowned with a number of prizes and scholarships, including the Walford Davies Prize for organ performance.  After a further period of work with the concert organist Nicolas Kynaston, a French government scholarship enabled her to complete her studies in Paris with the legendary blind organist Jean Langlais, perfecting the knowledge and understanding of twentieth-century French organ music for which she is today internationally renowned.

She made her London debut at Westminster Cathedral at the age of twenty, and two years later made her first solo appearance at the BBC Promenade Concerts in the Royal Albert Hall.  She has since performed in concert halls throughout the world.

She has recorded a wide range of solo repertoire for RCA, Classics for Pleasure, L’Oiseau Lyre, EMI, ASV, Collins Classics, Motette and AVIE.  In addition, she has collaborated with the renowned Maurice André in a duo recording of music for trumpet and organ.  She has performed numerous times on radio and television with special feature programmes on the BBC, German and Swiss television.  

Highlights in her concert career have been performances in major venues and international festivals such as Westminster Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, St Paul’s Cathedral, Royal Festival Hall; Royal Albert Hall, London (both solo and concerto performances); Three Choirs Festival, City of London Festival, Bath Festival and Blenheim Palace (Winston Churchill Memorial Concert) in the UK; Jyväskylä Festival, Finland; Stockholm Concert Hall, Sweden; Hong Kong Arts Festival;  Roy Thomson Hall, Toronto, Canada; Festival Paris Quartier D’Été, France; Festival Cicio El Organo en la Iglesia, Buenos Aires, Argentina; Festival Internationale di Musica Organistica Magadino, Switzerland;  Cube Concert Hall, Shiroishi, Japan; Athens Organ Festival, Greece;  Severance Hall, Cleveland, Walt Disney Concert Hall, Los Angeles and Verizon Hall, Philadelphia, USA;  Sejong Cultural Centre, Seoul, Korea; Esplanade Concert Hall, Singapore and Symphony Hall, Birmingham, UK.  

In 1996 she gave four solo concerts at the American Guild of Organists National Centennial Convention in New York City.  She was also a featured artist for the AGO National Convention in Philadelphia in 2002, and for the AGO Region II Convention in New York City and the AGO Region V Convention in Columbus, Ohio, in 2007.   

Jane Parker-Smith’s extensive concerto repertoire has brought her performances with many leading orchestras, including the BBC Symphony and the BBC Concert Orchestras, the London Symphony, the London Philharmonic and Royal Philharmonic Orchestras, the Philharmonia, the City of Birmingham Symphony, the Royal Stockholm Philharmonic, the Athens State Orchestra and the Prague Chamber Orchestra.  She has worked with conductors of the stature of Sir Simon Rattle, Serge Baudo, Carl Davis, Vernon Handley, Matthias Bamert and Richard Hickox.

Miss Parker-Smith is an Honorary Fellow of the Guild of Musicians and Singers and an Honorary Fellow of the North and Midlands School of Music.
Current as of April 2009

JANE PARKER-SMITH

Press Notices

“Great programme, wonderful instrument, superb soloist – this is a real winner (Romantic and Virtuoso Works for Organ Volume 1, Avie Recordings). … All the right ingredients: a sumptuous and varied programme, a generously appointed instrument, … a player at the height of her powers, who projects the music with flair and vitality. … Roll on Volume 2.”

Gramophone
 “... a sure sense of architecture and control over dynamics and nuance ...”

Los Angeles Times

“... virtuosity ... musicality ... lyrical performance ... total mastery ...”

The American Organist

“...  spectacular ... Duruflé’s opus 4, Prelude, Adagio and Chorale variations on the Veni Creator, has rarely sounded better ... outstanding recital ... “
The Diapason

“... she demonstrated that the venerable king of instruments can also function as an effective showcase for an organist with dazzling theatrical flair.”
          The Plain Dealer (Cleveland)
“ ... Miss Parker-Smith’s technique is overwhelming, combined with her impeccable taste and sense of musicianship ...”




         The Birmingham News (USA)
“British organist Jane Parker-Smith’s superior artistry thrilled a large Orgelfest crowd ... She showed a dazzling technical polish that served a keen musicianship.”

The Charleston Gazette (USA)
“Her playing freed the music from the printed page and it ascended into the cavernous room, stunning us all with its power and elegance.”


           Charleston Daily Mail (USA)
“Great programme, wonderful instrument, superb soloist – this is a real winner.”
Gramophone (UK)
“First the organ: St. Martin’s, Memmingen, Germany, built in 1998 in the French symphonic style.  Secondly, the repertoire: concert works with nary a whiff of incense, mainly by organists-composers, all written between 1914 and 1968 … There are few organists around who can equal Jane Parker-Smith on this kind of instrument … Her performance of these pieces come highly recommended almost as a matter of course … The full force of the Goll organ with its thunderous 32-foots will, I promise, test you speakers to the limits.”

Double five star rating – BBC Music Magazine (UK)
“… Jane Parker-Smith is without a doubt one of the most brilliant organists of the post-war generation.”






   Rhein Neckar Zeitung (Germany)
“This CD fulfills its promise – works that are unquestionably romantic and certainly virtuosic.  For the uninitiated, it is a great introduction to romantic organ music while for others it will be an introduction to some lesser-known romantic composers worthy of more exposure. Here we have French, English, Belgian and German composers spanning almost 120 years from the 1860’s onwards … The accompanying booklet (in French, English and German) is well produced and provides detailed notes on the music, the organists and the organ – console, case and specification … It was a real pleasure to listen to such a splendid organ in a building with a great acoustic in Jane Parker-Smith’s hands.  This CD gives almost 72 minutes of brilliant organ playing of an interesting, enjoyable and perhaps somewhat refreshing selection of romantic pieces. AVIE Records are to be congratulated – Volume 2 will be something to look forward to, the standard has been set.”





The Organists’ Review (UK)
“Jane Parker-Smith did a masterful job choosing a collection of mostly serious and lesser known organ works that allow her to show off her obvious talent and musicality. … The music is brilliant and interesting. … Parker-Smith goes from one flawless performance to another. … This is an obvious work of love created by someone who wants to show off both her own talents and those of the composers themselves. … I recommend this disc as an addition to any music collection.”
MusicWeb
“Her dramatic and lively playing is thoroughly suited to this colourful repertoire.”

Choir & Organ (UK)
 “... a second Jeanne Demessieux ... definitely a great organ personality ...”

NRC Handelsbad (The Netherlands)
“... formidable virtuosity ...”



  Rottersdam Nieuwsblad (The Netherlands)
“... fresh and vivacious approach to compositions ... musical virtuosity and lively, humorous character ...”

Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung (Germany)
“... Jane Parker-Smith’s fine tonal sense made her perfect technique a constant source of fascination.”
Neue Zürcher Zeitung (Switzerland)
“... individuality ... a feeling for tone-colour which was masterly ...”
Ottawa Journal (Canada)
“... unforgettable performance ... divine ...”
South China Morning Post (Hong Kong)
“... virtuosity and charisma ... playing of a seemingly adroit, highly skilled panache.”
The Daily Telegraph (UK)
“... flair and distinction ... a triumphant success ... a memorable interpretation of a monumental work on a monumental instrument ...”

The Organists’ Review (UK)
JANE PARKER SMITH

Discography
LATEST RELEASE – APRIL 2009

Romantic and Virtuoso Works for Organ Vol. 3





AVIE
Jane Parker-Smith at the organ of the Church of St. Gudula in Rhede                     AV2165

Wiedermann:  Impetuoso

Landmann:  Variations on a theme of Handel

Bairstow:  Evening Song

Parry:  Fantasia and Fugue in G, Op. 188

Liszt (tr. Jean Guillou):  Symphonic Poem ‘Orpheus’

Gárdonyi:  Grand Choeur

Saint-Saëns:  Deuxième Fantaisie, Op. 101

Cochereau (tr. Jeremy Filsell):  Scherzo Symphonique

Romantic and Virtuoso Works for Organ Vol. 2





AVIE
Jane Parker-Smith at the Great Seifert organ of St. Marien Basilika Kevelaer        AV2144

Edmundson:  Toccata ‘Vom Himmel hoch’

Ireland:  Elegiac Romance

Kromolički: Theme and Variations, Op. 34

Ravanello:  Adorazione

Ropartz: Introduction and Allegro Moderato

Vierne: Romance (Symphonie No. 4, Op. 32)

Weitz: Symphony No. 1

	Romantic and Virtuoso Works for Organ Vol. 1
	       AVIE

	Jane Parker-Smith at the Goll organ of St. Martin Memmingen
	                          AV0034


Lanquetuit:  Toccata

Boulnois:  Choral in F sharp minor

Mulet:  Rosace (Esquiesses Byzantines)

Jongen:  Sonata Eroïca, Op 94

Whitlock:  Fantasie Choral No. 1

Demessieux:  Répons pour le Temps de Pâques

Bowen:  Melody in G minor

Middelschulte:  Passacaglia in D minor

	Favourite Organ Masterpieces
	EMI Classics for Pleasure

	
	CFP 40324


Bach: Toccata and Fugue in D minor BWV 565

Bach-Gounod: Ave Maria

Mendelssohn: Wedding March

Bach: Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring

Widor: Toccata from Symphony No. 5

Boëllmann: Prière à Notre Dame

Widor: Finale from Organ Symphony No. 8

	Jane Parker-Smith at the organ of Salisbury Cathedral
	EMI 

	
	HQS 1406


Widor: Symphony No. 5 in F major, Op. 42

Grison: Toccata in F

Jongen: Sonata Eroica, Op. 94

	These you have loved: Volume 5
	EMI Classics for Pleasure

	
	CFP 43078


Compilation disc including Maria Callas, Paul Tortelier, Nicolai Gedda, John Ogdon, André Previn etc; JPS playing Widor: Toccata from Symphony No. 5
	Favourite Classics: Vol. 1
	EMI Classics for Pleasure

	
	4608


Composers: Johann Sebastian Bach, Joseph Marie Canteloube, Emmanuel Chabrier, Jeremiah Clarke, Edward Elgar, Edvard Grieg, George Frideric Handel, Sergey Prokofiev, Gioachino Rossini, Jean Sibelius, Pyotr Il’yich Tchaikovsky, Ralph Vaughan Williams, Giuseppe Verdi, Antonio Vivaldi, William Walton

Performers: Maurice Andre (Trumpet), Victoria DeLosAngeles (Soprano), Sir Yehudi Menuhin (Violin), Celia Nicklin (Oboe), Jane Parker-Smith (Organ)

Conductors: Sir John Barbirolli, Sir Adrian Boult, Owain Arwel Hughes, Jean-Pierre Jacquillat, Herbert von Karajan, Alberto Lysy, Sir Charles Mackerras, Jerzy Maksymiuk, Norman del Mar, Neville Marriner, Riccardo Muti, Klaus Tennstedt, Denis Vaughan

Orchestras/Ensembles: Academy of St. Martin-in-the-Fields, Beecham Choral Society, Camerata Lysy Gstaad, English Chamber Orchestra, Halle Orchestra, Lamoureaux Concert Orchestra, London Philharmonic Orchestra, London Symphony Orchestra, New Philharmonia Orchestra, Philharmonia Orchestra London, Polish Chamber Philharmonic, Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, Sinfonia of London 

	Charles-Marie Widor
	L’Oiseau-Lyre

	
	SOL 392


Suite Latine, Op. 86

Trois Nouvelles Pièces, Op. 87

Classique d’hier

Mystique

Classique d’aujourd’hui

	French Organ Music from Blackburn Cathedral
	Vista

	
	VPS 1029


Duruflé: Toccata in B minor, Op. 5

Langlais: Triptyque

Saint-Martin: Toccata de la Libération

Dupré: Fileuse from Suite Bretonne

Litaize: Toccata sur le Veni Creator

Tournemire: Choral sur le Victimae Paschali

	Organ Concertos with the Prague Chamber Orchestra
	EMI

	Conducted by Steuart Bedford
	SLS 5164


Michael Haydn: Concerto in C for organ, Viola & Orchestra

Joseph Haydn: Organ Concerto in C

Albrechtsberger: Organ Concerto in B flat

Joseph Haydn: Organ Concerto in F

CPE Bach: Organ Concerto in E flat

	Widor Symphonies Nos. 2 & 3 from Coventry Cathedral
	RCA

	
	RL 2503


	Glagolitic Mass by Leoš Janácek
	EMD/EMI CLASSICS

	(Sir Simon Rattle/City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra)
	66995


Composer: Leos Janácek

Performers: Ameral Gunson (Mezzo-Soprano), Malcolm King (Bass), John Mitchinson (Tenor), Felicity Palmer (Soprano), Jane Parker-Smith (Organ)

Conductor: Sir Simon Rattle

Orchestra/Ensemble: Birmingham Symphony Chorus, Birmingham Symphony Orchestra, Nicholas Cleobury, Philharmonic Orchestra
	Organ music from St. Francis de Sales, Philadelphia
	EMI

	 
	ASD 3994


Liszt: Fantasia and Fugue ‘Ad Nos, ad salutarem undam’
Franck: Prière in C sharp minor, Op. 20

              Choral No. 1 in E
	Symphony No. 3 “The Organ” by Camille Saint-Saëns
	EMI Eminence

	(Serge Baudo/The London Philharmonic Orchestra)
	EMX 2012


	100 Greatest Classics
	Trax Classique

	 
	TRX 108


Compilation disc: JPS playing Bach: Toccata and Fugue in D minor BWV 565

	Bride’s Guide to Wedding Music  Vol. 1
	EMD/Angel

	 
	64899


Courante from Three Lute Dances – Nancy Allen

From Sonata in E-Flat: Adagio – Ransom Wilson, Manuel Barrueco

Brandenburg Con No.4 in G: Allegro – The Taverner Players

Water Music (Suite No.1): Air – Neville Mariner Cond. Academy of St-Martin...

Trumpet Voluntary (The Prince Of Denmark’s March) – Maurice Andre, Jane Parker-Smith

Te Deum

Canon in D

Trumpet Tune

Lohengrin: ‘Wedding March’
Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring
‘Spring’ of The Four Seasons: Allegro

Ave Maria

Five Mystical Songs: ‘The Call’
Sheep May Safely Graze

A Midsummer Night’s Dream: ‘Wedding March’
Solomon: ‘Arrival of the Queen of Sheba’
Brandenburg Concerto No. 1: First Movement

Organ Symphonie No. 5: Toccata  - Jane Parker-Smith

	Bride’s Guide to Wedding Music Vol. 2
	EMD/Angel

	 
	66817


Composers: Johann Sebastian Bach, Johannes Brahms, Jeremiah Clarke, Edvard Grieg, George Frideric Handel, James L. Molloy, Jean-Joseph Mouret, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Michael Praetorius, Ottorino Respighi, Antonio Vivaldi

Performers: Nancy Allen (Harp), Maurice Andre (Trumpet), Virgil Fox (Organ), Sharon Isbin (Guitar), Jane Parker-Smith (Organ)

Conductors: Stephen Cleobury, Robert Irving, Herbert von Karajan, Sir Charles Mackerras, Riccardo Muti, Martin Neary, Jean-Pierre Wallez

	Favourite Wedding Classics
	EMI

	 
	Classics for Pleasure 4647


Composers: Tomaso Giovanni Albinoni, Johann Sebastian Bach, Marc-Antoine Charpentier, Jeremiah Clarke, Cesar Franck, Charles Gounod, George Frideric Handel, Sigfrid Karg-Elert, Johann Pachelbel, Franz Schubert, John Stanley, Ralph Vaughan Williams, Antonio Vivaldi, Charles-Marie Widor

Performers: Maurice Andre (Trumpet), Dame Janet Baker (Mezoued), Kryzysztof Jakowicz (Violin), Philip Ledger (Organ), Jane Parker-Smith (Organ), Jane Parker-Smith (Organ), Noel Rawsthorne (Organ), Anneliese Rothenberger (Soprano), John Shirley-Quirk (Baritone)

Conductors: Maurice Handford, Rudolf Kempe, Philip Ledger, Sir Charles Mackerras, Jerzy Maksymiuk, Neville Marriner, Gerhard Schmidt-Gaden, David Willcocks

Orchestras/Ensembles: Academy of St. Martin-in-the-Fields, Bamberg Symphony Orchestra, English Chamber Orchestra, Graunke Symphony Orchestra of Munich, Halle Choir and Orchestra, Polish Chamber Philharmonic, Prague Chamber Orchestra, Temple Church Choir.

	Popular French Romantics: Volume 1
	ASV

	(Coventry Cathedral)
	CD DCA 539


Widor: Marche Pontificale from Symphony No.1, Andante Sostenuto from Symphonie Gothique, Op.70

Guilmant: Scherzo from Sonata No.5 in C minor, Op.80

Gigout: Toccata in B minor

Bonnet: Elfes from 12 Pieces nouvelles, Op.7

Lefébure-Wély: Sortie in B flat

Vierne: Clair de Lune from Pieces de fantaisie, Op.53

Carillon de Westminster from Pieces de fantaisie, Op.54 

	Popular French Romantics: Volume 2
	ASV

	(Beauvais Cathedral)
	CD DCA 610


Saint-Saëns: Prelude and Fugue No.3 in C, Op.109

Widor: Andante Cantabile and Scherzo from Symphony No.4 in F minor, Op.13/4

Vierne: Final from Symphony No.1 in D minor, Op.14

Guilmant: Grand Choeur in D (alla Handel), Op.18

Franck:  Prelude, Fugue and Variation in B minor, Op.18

Renaud: Toccata in D minor

Vierne: Stèle pour un enfant défunt from Triptyque, Op.58

Mulet: Carillon-Sortie in D 

	Jane Parker-Smith at the Grand Organ of Armagh Cathedral                                                                                             
	                                      ASV

	
	                           CD DCA 702


Guilmant: Sonata No.5 in C minor, Op.80

Jongen: Improvisation-Caprice, Op.37/2

Brewer: Marche Heroique

Wood: Nunc Dimittis

Fleury: Prelude, Andante and Toccata

Karg-Elert: Valse Mignonne

Saint-Martin: Toccata de la Liberation 

	Liszt Organ Works
	Collins Classics

	(Ingolstadt Münster)
	12492


Fantasia and Fugue on ‘Ad Nos. ad salutarem undam’
Symphonic Poem ‘Orpheus’ transcribed by Jean Guillou

Variations on “Weinen, Klagen, Sorgen, Zagen”
Évocation à la Chapelle Sixtine
	Lefébure-Wély Romantic Organ Works
	Motette

	 
	CD 11691


Marche E flat major

Communion F major

Sortie B flat major

Verset F major

Marche C major

Elevation ou Communion B flat major

Scène pastorale

Offertoire D minor

Noel varié

Bolero de Concert

Sortie E flat major 

	Transcriptions of César Franck
	Doremi

	 
	DOCD 0201


Symphony in D minor for orchestra

Larghetto from the String Quartet in D major

Interlude Symphonique de Rédemption


	Widor Symphonies Nos. 5 & 7
	ASV

	(St-Eustache, Paris)
	CD DCA 958

	Saint-Saëns: Symphony No. 3; works by Widor, Grison and Jongen
	Classics for Pleasure

	(London Philharmonic Orchestra; cond. Serge Baudo)
	573512


	Trumpet and Organ Works
	Studio

	(Maurice André, Jane Parker-Smith,
	CDM 7690622

	Hedwig Bilgram and Alfred Mitterhofer)
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