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JAMES O’DONNELL
Biography

James O’Donnell is Organist and Master of the Choristers of Westminster Abbey and is one of the outstanding British musicians of his generation.  After early studies at the Royal College of Music, he was appointed organ scholar of Jesus College, Cambridge, where he took a first-class degree in music and studied the organ with Peter Hurford, Nicolas Kynaston and, subsequently, David Sanger.  He served for five years as Assistant Master of Music at Westminster Cathedral, succeeding as Master of Music at the age of 26.  Under his 12-year leadership the Choir of Westminster Cathedral consolidated its reputation as one of the finest choirs of men and boys in the world, and won much praise and several awards for its many recordings, notably the Gramophone magazine’s coveted “Record of the Year” award (1998) for a Hyperion recording of Masses by Frank Martin and Ildebrando Pizzetti.

In January 2000, James O’Donnell was appointed Organist and Master of the Choristers of Westminster Abbey, where he is responsible for the direction of the music at the daily choral services and state occasions for which the Abbey is renowned.  He directs the Abbey Choir in its programme of concerts, tours, broadcasts and recordings, including visits in recent years to the Far East, Denmark, Germany, Spain, the United States and, in October 2007, Australia.
James O’Donnell is internationally known as an organist, having appeared in concert all over the world.  He has played many times in the United States and throughout Europe.  He has appeared at the BBC Proms and in many other festivals both at home and abroad and has worked with some of the country’s leading orchestras and ensembles.  He opened the Royal Festival Hall’s 50th anniversary organ concert season (October 2003), and recent concerts have included St-Sulpice, Paris, Cologne Cathedral, and the Tchaikovsky Hall, Moscow, together with concerts in Japan, the Netherlands and the United States.  He was a featured recitalist at the 2006 national convention of the American Guild of Organists in Chicago.  From 1997 until 2004 he was Professor of Organ at the Royal Academy of Music, where he now holds the post of Visiting Professor.  James O’Donnell is represented in North America by Karen McFarlane Artists, Inc.
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Press Reviews
IRELAND
“O'Donnell is a master of his craft, a man who conveys the sound of the often monolithic-seeming organ with exceptional command of light and shade.”

“In O'Donnell's hands, the Prélude et Fugue sur le nom d'Alain sounded as deft and shapely as I've ever heard, virtuosic in finish, but touching, too.”

Michael Dervan – The Irish Times (July 2008)

LONDON
“… a dazzling account of Dupré’s Second Symphony left little doubt that already, the Westminster Cathedral organist is clearly among the elect …  Mr. O’Donnell set a lofty mood with five pieces from Bach’s Clavierübung Part III, all rendered with sovereign command.”
The Church Times
“James O’Donnell presented a demanding program, played with confidence and impressive virtuosity … The high point was a gripping interpretation of the Crucifixion movement of Dupré’s Passion Symphony, Op. 23.  The opening was grimly stark, O’Donnell creating an awesome impression … Frank Martin’s Passacaille (1944) … increased in intensity towards massive chords that resonated round the Cathedral:  compulsive listening.” 

The Musical Times

RICHMOND, VA:  “… proved himself a master … as he swung merrily through a broad-ranging repertoire.”




             
Richmond Times-Dispatch

ELORA, ONTARIO:  “O’Donnell’s solo organ works provided a fine sense of artistic variety and balance to the concert.  O’Donnell’s articulation was clean and precise, managing the progressive difficulty with aplomb and control.”

Waterloo Region Record, Ontario, Canada
Karen McFarlane Artists, Inc.

33563 Seneca Drive • Cleveland, OH 44139

TOLL FREE (866) 721-9095 • FAX (440) 542-1890 • www.concertorganists.com

