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MARILYN KEISER

Biography

Marilyn Keiser is Chancellor’s Professor of Music Emeritus at Jacobs School of Music, Indiana University, Bloomington, where she taught courses in sacred music and applied organ for 25 years.  Prior to her appointment at Indiana University, Dr. Keiser was Organist and Director of Music at All Souls Parish in Asheville, North Carolina and Music Consultant for the Episcopal Diocese of Western North Carolina, holding both positions from 1970 to 1983.

A native of Springfield, Illinois, Marilyn Keiser began her organ study with Franklin Perkins, then attended Illinois Wesleyan University where she studied organ with Lillian McCord, graduating with a Bachelor of Sacred Music degree.  Dr. Keiser entered the School of Sacred Music at Union Theological Seminary in New York City, where she studied organ with Alec Wyton and graduated summa cum laude in 1965 with a Master of Sacred Music degree.  Her Doctor of Sacred Music from Union Theological Seminary was awarded in 1977.

Upon graduation from Union Seminary, Marilyn Keiser became Assistant Organist of The Riverside Church in New York City, and one year later was appointed Associate Organist and Choirmaster of the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, a position she held from 1966 to 1970.
In constant demand as an organ recitalist and workshop leader, Dr. Keiser has appeared throughout the United States in concerts sponsored by churches, colleges and chapters of The American Guild of Organists.  She has been a featured artist for regional conventions of the AGO as well as for national conventions in Dallas and Washington DC, where she played with orchestra at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, and in Detroit, where she appeared with the Detroit Symphony.  In addition, she has appeared as featured artist for the International Congress of Organists in Cambridge, England; in concert at the Royal Victoria Hall with the Singapore Symphony; at the American Cathedral in Paris, the Southern Cathedrals Festival in Winchester, England and the Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul in Brazil.
An active member of The American Guild of Organists, Dr. Keiser has been a member of the national council, has served as national Registrar, a member of the national nominating committee and Dean of the Western North Carolina chapter.  She holds her Associate, Choirmaster and Fellowship degrees from the Guild.

A virtuoso concert organist, Marilyn Keiser has performed across the United States.  In addition she has given lectures and workshops in church music for all of the major denominations, specializing in music for small churches.  She has been president of the Association of Anglican Musicians, a contributing editor to the hymnal, Ecumenical Praise, has served on the Episcopal Church’s Standing Commission on Church Music and was a consultant to the Hymn Music Committee for the Episcopal Hymnal 1982.  In addition, she served for five years as chairman of the Advisory Board for the Leadership Program for Musicians Serving Small Congregations.  Dr. Keiser is past-Chairman of the Worship and Music Commission for the Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis and is Director of Music at Trinity Episcopal Church in Bloomington.  She is also the author of a publication in the Church Hymnal Teaching Series entitled “Teaching Music in Small Churches.”

Marilyn Keiser is a member of Phi Kappa Phi and Alpha Lambda Delta national honor societies.  She is also a national honorary member of Sigma Alpha Iota, a national professional music fraternity.  Dr. Keiser is listed in Outstanding Young Women of America, the 1973 edition of Who's Who in North Carolina and the 1975 World Who's Who of Musicians.  She was one of two alumni of Illinois Wesleyan University chosen for their first annual presentation of Outstanding Young Alumni Awards.  In May of 1995, she was awarded a Doctor of Humane Letters (honoris causa) from the Virginia Theological Seminary in Alexandria.  In April, 1997 she was presented the Unitas Citation from Union Theological Seminary and in April 1998 she was presented with a Teaching Excellence Recognition Award from the Indiana University School of Music.  She was awarded a Doctor of Humane Letters from Illinois Wesleyan University in February 2002.  In April of 2002, she was named Chancellor’s Professor at Indiana University.

Marilyn Keiser has been heard in performance on radio broadcasts on National Public Radio stations throughout the U.S. and has recorded for Loft Recordings (Music of Paris in the 1920’s and 1930’s) and Pro Organo (The People Respond-Amen, Spiritual Pairs, Studies in Relief and In Praise of the Organ:  Latin Choral and Organ Music of Zoltan Kodaly).  She has also recorded Seasons of Festivity at Fairmount Presbyterian Church in Cleveland Heights, Ohio, and Centennial Flourish at St. James’ Church in Hendersonville, North Carolina.
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Press Notices

WASHINGTON, DC   “Marilyn Keiser, premiering the work (Burton’s Homage to Johann Sebastian Bach), gave it a stunning performance, full of energy and spirit.”

The Diapason

DALLAS (1994 National Convention, The American Guild of Organists) “She represents to the organ world what the late Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis did to America: the epitome of taste, dignity, and elegance.  An immediate standing ovation followed, with extensive applause ...”

The American Organist

HOUSTON
“KEISER CONCERT THRILLS IN TECHNIQUE, POWER” ... “It’s a pleasure to hear a musician who obviously enjoys playing, especially when the artist has a brilliant technique that is used to underscore an impeccable musicianship rather than as an end in itself ... Miss Keiser made things that were difficult to play seem so simple and natural.”

Houston Chronicle

DETROIT (with the Detroit Symphony)   “Orchestra and organist were in total musical rapport. … Playing with regal poise, organist Marilyn Keiser produced a grand roar in the climaxes with full orchestra ...”

The Diapason

KANSAS CITY
“... Keiser’s eloquent performance blended technical fluency and musical sensitivity ... The large audience, made up largely of fellow professionals, awarded the performer with a strong and well deserved ovation.”

Kansas City Star

GARDEN GROVE
“... very few have the highly developed musicality, the stylistic awareness, and the technical command Keiser displayed in an exemplary performance ... Not a single note was out of place as she ... forged those notes into musical structures, and those structures into ideas.”

The Orange County Register

KITCHENER   “... her playing spoke to multi-layers of the psyche – at times dazzling, sometimes mesmerizing and constantly thought-provoking.”

Kitchener-Waterloo Record

AUGUSTA, GA
“What sets her apart from many artists is her ability and indeed her willingness to expand her technical prowess and musical understanding on a continuing basis, which makes her a shining example to students and colleagues alike.  Her … concert was marked by playing of the highest order.”

The American Organist

RALEIGH
“Her performance was highly polished and added real sparkle to the evening ... Keiser is an artist who must be seen performing to be fully appreciated.  Her entire body is involved in the art of re-creating the musical line.  She loves and lives the music.”

The News and Observer

CHATTANOOGA
“Keiser ... demonstrated great versatility, sensitivity and musical integrity.”

The Chattanooga Times

CHARLOTTE   “Keiser’s tempi are just fast enough to dazzle with her dexterity.  But you only realize that afterward.  She lets the colors of the organ have time to announce themselves and blend.”

The Charlotte Observer

MILWAUKEE    “ORGANIST DISPLAYS RESOUNDING TALENT”

The Milwaukee Journal

ST. PETERSBURG
“ORGANIST’S TRADEMARK IS PRECISION”
“Marilyn Keiser is an articulate, no-nonsense organist with a true flair for the king of instruments.”

St. Petersburg Times

OTTAWA
“There are very few organists who can so completely express their own personalities through so large an instrument.  All too often a huge organ seems to dominate the player.  Saturday it was the other way around … the player’s enthusiasm was boundless and infectious.”

The Ottawa Journal

RIDGEWOOD, NJ
“The artist’s ease of manner and natural charm as well as her excellent technique and mature understanding of music endeared her to her listeners.”

Ridgewood Herald News

CD REVIEWS:

Studies in Relief  (Music for organ and instruments) Pro Organo 7143

“Marilyn Keiser is one of the most highly respected of American organists.  Her performances here, whether solo or in ensemble, are rock-solid and coherent.”

American Record Guide

“… special mention goes to Marilyn Keiser for the unfailing grace and sense of style in her playing.  It is a special pleasure to experience the fluency and control she exhibits in everything she undertakes on this program.”

The American Organist

“Ms. Keiser’s performance remains a standard which the rest of us struggle to attain.”

The Living Church

MARILYN KEISER

Discography

“From Ashes to Glory” – Live concert recording and DVD video segment

***NEW RELEASE***
Recorded live on October 20, 2009 at The Cathedral of St. John the Divine, New York City

Audio CD includes Alec Wyton Fanfare, Howells Rhapsody #1, and Vierne Carillon de Westminster.

DVD segment includes Rheinberger Introduction and Passacaglia and an interview.

ProOrgano CD7250

The Music of Dan Locklair – Marilyn Keiser, organist.


Recorded at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Indianapolis, IN


Loft Recordings (LRCD 1110)
Studies in Relief  


Recorded at First Baptist Church, Mt. Gilead, North Carolina, Casavant organ


Pro Organo CD 7143 


(With the Ciompi String Quartet and Don Eagle, trumpet.)

Spiritual Pairs  

Recorded at Christ Church Cathedral, New Orleans, Goulding & Wood organ.

Organ Historical Society CD 7067

The People Respond – Amen!

Recorded at First Presbyterian Church, Stamford CT, Visser-Rowland organ.

Organ Historical Society CD 7025

Music of Paris in the 1920’s and 30’s

Recorded at Christian Theological Seminary, Indianapolis IN, Holtkamp organ

Gothic G 49037

Seasons of Festivity


Recorded at Fairmount Presbyterian Church, Cleveland Heights, OH


Arkay 6162

Centennial Flouirsh


Recorded at St. James’ Episcopal Church, Hendersonville, NC
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