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DOUGLAS CLEVELAND

Biography

Internationally acclaimed organist Douglas Cleveland was raised in Olympia, Washington and is a sixth generation Washingtonian.  He has studied at the Eastman School of Music, Indiana University and Oxford University.  His teachers have included Russell Saunders, Larry Smith and Marilyn Keiser.
Dr. Cleveland gained international prominence when he won first prize in the 1994 American Guild of Organists National Young Artists Competition in Dallas.  Since then, he has performed in 49 of the United States and has been invited to perform in such venues as Westminster Abbey, The Berlin Cathedral, Stockholm Cathedral, Moscow Conservatory, Notre-Dame Cathedral in Paris, St. Patrick’s Cathedral in Melbourne, Minato Mirai Concert Hall in Yokohama, Japan, the Victoria Concert Hall in Singapore, and the Cathedral of Lausanne, Switzerland.

He has also performed with several symphony orchestras including the Chicago Symphony, St. Louis Symphony, Milwaukee Symphony, Northwestern University Symphony and the National Symphony, for an audience of 3,000, at the Washington National Cathedral.  Cleveland has performed with various reputable early music ensembles, including Paul Hillier’s “Theatre of Voices.”  Cleveland has performed at several international festivals, including the Oregon Bach Festival, Spoleto Festival, Festival Vancouver, the Moscow International Organ Festival, and the International Organ Festival in Reykjavik, Iceland.

Many of Cleveland’s performances have been broadcast on National Public Radio, the BBC, and the Northwest radio program “The Organ Loft.”  Cleveland has recorded four CD’s on the Gothic label, which have received critical acclaim in major periodicals –– his most recent being “Cleveland in Columbus”.
He has performed at several national conventions of the American Guild of Organists, Organ Historical Society, National Pastoral Musicians, and the American Institute of Organ Builders.  Cleveland has been a member of the jury of several organ competitions, including the AGO National Young Artists Competition, and the Miami International Organ Competition.
Douglas Cleveland has served on the faculties of St. Olaf College, and Northwestern University, where he received the Searle Award for Teaching Excellence.  Dr. Cleveland currently serves on the organ faculty at the University of Washington School of Music, and is also the director of music at Plymouth Church in Seattle.
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Press Notices

“In Douglas Cleveland’s hands the organ seemed to squeeze the air into towering sculptures.”

The Chicago Tribune

“Cleveland is a stunning organist. He plays with precision, technical facility, great musical instincts, and best of all, a bold sense of drama.”

 Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

“DOUGLAS CLEVELAND DAZZLES IN CONTEMPORARY WORKS ... Cleveland essayed the set with such aplomb that organ technique might need to be added as an Olympic event.”

Vancouver Sun

“KEYBOARD WIZARD MAKES ORGAN SING ... Douglas Cleveland gave a stirring recital of keyboard wizardry ...”
The Charleston Daily Mail

“Cleveland is a brilliant performer with a prodigious technique ... This was not machine playing but a sensitive musician molding art from clay.”

Albany Times Union

“He is one of the finest young artists in the United States.”

Michael Barone, MPR Pipedreams, broadcast from 1998 AGO National Convention
“Highlights included organist Douglas Cleveland, who served up a delicious Hanson Concerto ... evincing power, drive, and force.”
Washington Post
“Cleveland rocks!”
Salt Lake Tribune
“Cleveland played ... surely and sympathetically, proving himself equal to the most daunting technical challenges.”
Kansas City Star

“He is a strong musical personality and a major talent.”
American Organist
“Since winning the American Guild of Organists National Young Artists Competition in 1994, Douglas Cleveland has remained at the forefront of organists ... Cleveland brings to this music his consummate skill as a performer and his electrifying technique.  There is real vitality to his playing.”

 Living Church Magazine

“… there can be nothing but praise for Cleveland’s performance …”

American Record Guide

DOUGLAS CLEVELAND

Discography

CLEVELAND IN COLUMBUS





      LRCD-1098
Paul Fritts Organ Opus 25, St. Joseph Cathedral, Columbus, Ohio

Loft Recordings
Works by Bach, Nicolaus Bruhns, Girolamo Frescobaldi, Juan Jose Cabanilles and John Bennett

CELESTIAL FIRE – Douglas Cleveland, Organist 



G49113
Goulding & Wood Organ, Saint Meinrad Archabbey, Saint Meinrad, Indiana
  Gothic

Works by Libby Larsen, Dan Locklair, Pamela Decker, Jean Langlais and Maurice Duruflé

DOUGLAS CLEVELAND plays the Rosales Organ 



G49123
Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, Portland, Oregon




  Gothic

Works by Louis Vierne, César Franck and Marcel Dupré
Gothic Records, Inc.

PO Box 6406

Anaheim, CA 92816

www.gothicrecords.com
Karen McFarlane Artists, Inc.

33563 Seneca Drive • Cleveland, OH 44139
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